Much attention has recently been paid to the upper digestive tract diseases in children, particularly GERD, as it has an impact on quality of life even in children of school age and thereafter in young adults. Scientists came to a consensus that all kinds of examination used in pediatric practice must be maximally available, simple and non-invasive to the extent practical for the child's condition. The question about practicability of performing esophagogastroduodenoscopy for all patients with heartburn and other symptoms of GERD, the question relative to performing ultrasonography of the esophagus for children as an additional method of examination, usage of questionnaire in pediatric practice, formation of disease course prediction algorithm, and identification of preventive measures specific to every patient remains disputable. Therefore, the goal of this research is to provide an overview of modern literature with reference to problematic issues of clinical evidence, risk factors, diagnostics, prediction of gastroesophageal reflux disease course in children of different age (regarding main causative and pathogenic factors, clinical evidence (esophageal and extra-esophageal), diagnostic methods and modern approaches to gastroesophageal reflux disease treatment).
INTRODUCTION
Gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) is a chronic recurrent disease associated with disorders of motorevacuation function of gastroesophageal tract which is characterized by established esophageal and extraesophageal clinical evidence as a result of spontaneous and/or regular backflow of stomach or duodenal content into the esophagus that results in physicochemical damage of the distal segment of the esophagus [1, 2] .
GERD is a current problem in modern gastroenterology specified by high disease incidence, a great number and E-mail: oleksandra.slobodianiuk@gmail.com GERD is one of the most widespread diseases of the digestive system in the Western world with typical symptoms such as heartburn, belching or retrosternal pain and constitute 15% -20% from overall population. In Asia this number is significantly less and constitutes approximately 5%
[4], though over the last years the tendency for morbidity increase is also observed.
GERD incidence in children is uncertain since application of invasive methods of examination (pH measurement and endoscopy) particularly in young children is significantly limited. In the structure of gastroenterological morbidity according to different authors it constitutes 8 to 25% [5, 6] . The significant point is that the risk of digestive system diseases in children is higher than in adults, disease progresses in less time with increasingly frequent and longlasting recurrence.
The incidence rate of gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) has been noted around the world; however, there are significant differences in terms of its frequency in children from 8.7 to 49%. In Ukraine the prevalence rate of GERD (0.83%) and the incidence rate of GERD (0.29%; 2014) Several meta-analyses showed statistically significant low prevalence of Hp related to GERD [9] , as well as Barrett esophagus [8, 10] 
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